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FAQS FOR RL2011 REGISTRANTS

What is massed ringing?

Whenever there is more than one handbell choir/ensemble ringing the same piece under one
conductor, you have massed ringing! The way it goes, the more the merrier (and more ringers
who might also be ringing that same darn F#5 that you find impossible to ring in time!)
Massed ringing is quite possibly one of the greatest pleasures of handbell festivals as it is
something that is only possible when several choirs gather together to share and perform
their music.

Massed ringing can take place at specific ringing levels such as Tins, Coppers and Bronze,
more commonly known as Ropers, Rustlers and Wranglers in 2011! It can also involve
absolutely EVERYONE (ie. all ringing level participants) performing together. Granted, when
all levels are combined, it can result in some challenges which is why some massed ringing
repertoire is often classified as “optional”. But the beauty of massed ringing is that with more
than one person ringing any one position, the odds of all the notes being heard increase with
every added choir!

Massed ringing is also special from a conductor’s point of view (assuming everyone actually
watches him/her!) and for the audience as it is a very powerful phenomenon to experience
such a performance in unison involving so many musicians.

Can | skip massed ringing rehearsal?

And how would any self-respecting Rodeo bronco-buster become good enough to win the big
prize at Stampede if he missed all those practice rounds in the corral?? The short answer is
“No, you cannot skip rehearsals” — mainly out of respect for your fellow ringers and massed
conductor, but mostly for YOURSELF to ensure you don’t miss out on all the important
directions, extra performance ‘tweaking” that might be explained, not to mention all the
greatest massed conductor one-liners that are usually shared and wonderful socializing with
your newly-minted ringer pardners.

What is a greenhorn?

Merriam-Webster’s defines “greenhorn” as ‘a person who lacks experience and knowledge’. It
is often used in western lingo and in ranching environments, hence, the ideal RL2011
“category” for those uninitiated to the delights of our handbell world. RL2011 is the perfect
opportunity to introduce this fascinating art form to anyone with an interest in music and trying
something new.
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Can | attend if | don’t read music?

Absolutely! Greenhorns (see previous question) of all shapes and sizes are more than
welcome to try out their chaps and our talented clinicians will demonstrate how one doesn’t
necessatrily need to read music to become a “ding-a-ling”! E-mail info@ringinglink.ca for the
special rates for Greenhorns.

What if | can’t attend the whole RL2011?

No problem! Similar to Greenhorns (see previous question), if your scheduled is limited or you
can’t commit to the whole event, we have Daily Rates offering a variety of workshop/concert
combinations that will hopefully best meet your needs. Ask us at info@ringinglink.ca for the
best advice!

What is a Roper? Rustler? Wrangler?

See above note on Massed Ringing. But here are some other definitions:
http.://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cowboy boot
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cattle  raiding
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wrangler (profession)

What is the National Concert?

Any Ringing Link is a cause for celebration since it brings together so many friends — old and
new — who share a similar passion for the art of handbell/chime ringing. It is a tradition to
recognize the accomplishments of ensembles and soloists from coast to coast and the
National Concert usually features performances from as many participating provinces/quilds
as well possible along with some special guests.

What is a Mini-Concert?

In between all those many, many workshops, endless hours of rehearsals and shopping until
one drops, mini-concerts offer the opportunity to share once again in what we love most —
ringing! Choirs, ensembles and soloists are all invited to come forward with their best
offerings — whether it be a well-loved, trusted piece or something brand new recently learned
in a RL2011 workshop. This is no time to be shy, folks — be loud and proud! We hope to hear
from EVERYONE!!!

Do | have to buy my music before | arrive?

rehearsal time with the various massed conductors will be limited at best and we need
everyone’s help in respecting the enormous amount of work everyone will be trying to
accomplish in a very short time. The more preparation everyone can do PRIOR to arriving in
Calgary, the less stressful the whole experience will be for all, leaving way more time for more
important things like socializing, pillow fights and bull-riding lessons! If you still need to
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purchase your levels massed or open massed scores, please call Handbells etc at 1-800-578-
BELL as soon as possible as they have all the repertoire in stock for immediate shipping.

How do | get to SAIT from the airport?

The Calgary airport is located in the NE corner of the city and depending on the time of day, is
anywhere between 20 to 45 minutes from SAIT. The most usual route is probably 16" Avenue
west from Deerfoot Trail south to 14" Street NW via taxi. Unfortunately Calgary council has
not yet seen fit to join the rest of the world’s major cities in connecting city transit with easy
connections to the airport. Although there is bus service to the airport from the
Westwinds/McKnight C-train station in the NE, it is not recommended due to time constraints
and probably would not be too conducive to travelers with saddle bags, horses or bells!

Where would | stay?

At the SAIT Farmhouse, of course! You won’t want to be too far away from all the action so
just book your room at the Tower or the East Hall at jessica.grant@sait.ca. Hurry before
they’re all snatched up by other stampeding cowboys and cowbelles headed to Cowtown!

Where do | get my grub?

Good oI’ Senator Burns invites to you his building where the cafeteria is located near the
residences. You will need your meal card (in your registration package) at all meal times to
gain access to the cafeteria. If you happen to miss the mess hall during regular hours, there
are several options from a food court area in the Heritage Building to Starbucks and Sobeys
in the Tower Residence, Tim Horton’s in the Senator Burns Bldg and all your heart desires at
North Hill Centre or along 16" Avenue NW right across from SAIT.

What if I'm allergic to zucchini?
Peanuts, dairy, wheat, you name it, we can handle that. You just need to let us know and the
wonderful folks at Chartwells (SAIT) will make sure to have suitable options for you.

What if | have mobility issues?

No problem, the SAIT campus is relatively small (no regular vehicular traffic is permitted), flat,
with well-maintained pathways, sidewalks and ramps to buildings with steps. The workshops
are all located on the main floor of the Heritage Building. Massed ringing can be accessed on
the main gym floor (lower level) in the Campus Centre (via elevator) with the Trade Show on
the main floor in the Campus Centre. Check out our video tour on Facebook to see for
yourself how close and accessible everything is!

Where do | tie my horse?
Those of you staying at the Tower or East Hall Farmhouse will be issued parking passes as
part of your reservation. There are several possible locations to leave your horse including
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be obtained from jessica.grant@sait.ca. Feed and water are not included in your pass.

Do | need to have a cowboy hat?

Now that depends entirely on whether you do hats or not or whether or not you’re serious
about your bid to catch yourself a real live cowboy...just sayin’...but if there aren’t any
stetsons in your neck of the woods, no worries, there’s bound to be a few places in town with
some available in your size...

Can | bring my family?

Of course! You don’t want them to miss all the fun, do you? Some of you may have already
booked their bunks in the farmhouse with you so we hope they will feel at home and enjoy
exploring our city while you slave away at your workshops and rehearsals. Please make sure
to let us know all the details though, especially if you are planning on feeding them during
your stay. If they are going to be fasting, of course, that’s your business, but if you’d like them
to join you for meals, individual meal tickets will need to be ordered and purchased through
info@ringinglink.ca.

How do | access the e-Pony Express?

Just bring your blue (or yellow or whatever other colour it comes in) lasso along with your
laptop so you can connect to the wired campus system in your room at the Tower or East
Hall Farmhouse and you’re good to go to chat with all the cowpokes you may have left behind
back home.

Will there be time to go to the Stampede?

You betcha darn-tootin’ little britches! RL2011 officially shuts down completely on Friday
morning (Parade Day, July 8 — virtually a national holiday as far as true-blue Calgarians are
concerned) and NOTHING will be open nor available (after breakfast, that is) so any keeners
thinking to rehearse, take in extra workshops or shop will have to air-ring, be out of luck or
shop later (as most businesses in Calgary shut down for the morning to allow staff to attend
as well). Of course you could always catch up on some badly-needed shut-eye and then just
miss the opening to the Greatest Outdoor Show on Earth! (just sayin’...BTW, your transit
tickets to the parade are included in your registration package)

For those wanting a real visit to the Stampede grounds, Sunday, July 12 is probably the best
time to hit the park, but EARLY! Those who get in the gate by 9 am not only will get fed a
FREE Stampede Pancake Breakfast, but get FREE gate admission ($14 value) as well! Once
you get in, make sure you get your hand stamped for in and out privileges that same day.
Here are some links to help you better figure out what you might like to take in and how to
plan for it.
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http.//cs.calgarystampede.com/tickets/
http.//cs.calgarystampede.com/basics/deals-and-days/value-days.html
http.//cs.calgarystampede.com/basics/plan-your-stampede/
http://wanted.calgarystampede.com/posters/49b8feac412a409ef179dcae36339ccbda4476d1

How do | get to the parade?

http://www.calgarytransit.com/html/ctrain_stations.html

The SAIT/ACA/Jubilee C-train station is located probably as close as it could possibly be as it
is part of both the SAIT Campus Centre and Jubilee Auditorium overpass. Make sure you’re
headed into the City and not to the north end of Calgary. You will need to validate the purple
transit ticket provided in your registration package. This means sticking your ticket info a
validation machine located on the train platforms or stations which stamps the time you are
boarding. Normally Calgary transit tickets/fares are good up to 90 minutes in either direction.
[This means that if you had to run back to the Farmhouse for your stetson or spurs (although
that would probably mean you would likely never get back on the train), if it was within 90
minutes of your initial departure from SAIT, you could, on the same ticket.] The train you
board should say “Somerset-Bridlewood” on the front of it, but most likely the squished faces
and total lack of space on the cars might be a dead give-away. Don’t get too excited if you
see an empty train roll in with lots of seating available as it will most likely be going in the
wrong direction. (Don’t laugh, but some folks actually take the train in the wrong direction to
the end of the line just to ensure they CAN get on! A little extreme perhaps, but it depends
how desperate you are and possibly how much you over-slept - the SAIT station is about half
a dozen stops from the end which is Crowfoot and might take 20-25 minutes to reach.) There
are several downtown stations where you can choose to get off, but it’s really up to you.
Some folks like to be at intersections where performers normally stop to entertain, dance or
do their thing. Others may study the route and look to get off near the closest Tim’s (6™ Ave
and 5" St SW is recommended, but also very popular) or wherever they might see a break in
the mobs lining the streets. Sometimes, it’'s the first or only chance riders get as they are
close enough to the doors! To get off, you need to press the green button on the doors as
they will not open automatically.

What should | expect at the Stampede Parade?

This is a great link: http.//cs.calgarystampede.com/events/parade.html

Parade Day starts very early for those keeners who are serious about their parade business.
Most people take the C-train (Calgary’s LRT) as parking is virtually non-existent downtown or
could cost double your return airfare back home. Since everyone and their dog and/or horse
will be taking the train (seriously, this is NOT a joke), we would advise you head out EARLY
and expect to wait for at least a few trains to go by completely and udderly filled to the gills
with tourists hanging out the windows, faces plastered against the doors and
windows...before you might manage to squeeze on. Serious parade-goers will pack their
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water, grub, chairs, horse blankets, flash lights and head out to stake their spot along the
route long before the rooster crows. Other options include reserving a bleacher seat with
optimum viewing and a little extra shut-eye. (However, just because you have a reserved seat
may be meaningless if you can’t GET downtown due to the crowds.)

Normally the Parade Marshalls are not announced until the very last possible moment, but the
RL2011 Posse is willing to bet a few clams that a certain newlywed couple visiting Canada
would be the ideal choice...keep watching the news and don’t say we didn’t tell you first!

Where can | go shopping?

The RL2011 Trade Show is the best place to get started for all your handbell supplies, music
and accessories as Handbells etc will be there for your convenience. As well, several local
artisans will be showing off their original hand-made wares guaranteed to fulfill all your
Christmas shopping needs! North Hill Centre (http:.//www.northhillcentre.com) is the closest
shopping area, llterally across the road from SAIT within easy walking distance (5-10 minutes
tops) crossing over 14" St NW. Larger businesses include Sears, Mark’s Work Warehouse,
TD Canada Trust, Safeway, Shoppers Drug Mart and KalTire (hopefully you won’t need their
services while in Calgary!)

Other shopping areas in Calgary include:

Chinook Centre (www.chinookcentre.com) - accessible by C-train to Chinook Station

Market Mall (www.marketmall.ca) - accessible by Calgary transit (bus 137 or 143 from
Brentwood C-train station)

Where is the closest coffee shop?
Tim’s in Senator Burns Bldg and Starbucks in Tower Residence. Others are available at North
Hill Centre.

What else can | do in Calgary?

Are you kidding? Where does one begin?? From mountain parks to city parks to our very own
Heritage Park, Canada Olympic Park (COP), the Calgary Zoo, Glenbow Museum, Calgary
Tower, Calgary Science Centre, Fort Calgary and all the surrounding attractions (Drumheller’s
Royal Tyrrell Museum, Fort Macleod’s Head-Smashed-in-Buffalo-Jump, just to name a few)
the options are endless, unfortunately, probably unlike your holidays...check out the links at
www.ringinglink.ca to get started with your vacation planning.

Can | see the mountains from my room at SAIT?
It depends! Several SAIT buildings have great views of the mountains and if you end up on
the right side in the Tower Residence, you might just get lucky!
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What do | need to bring?

Gloves, binder stand, pencils (lots!), clips or other page-turners, comfy shoes, comfy clothes,
water bottle, your massed music and CAMERA! While this list does not claim to be anywhere
close to complete, it’s a good start. There will be several local artists as part of our traditional
Trade Show vendors’ line-up giving you the chance to enjoy and take home some very unique
artistic pieces that you may never see anywhere else so your credit card and cheque book
would probably make great additions to your packing list!

What if my choir wants to perform outside RL2011?
Perfect! How does Sunday, July 10, 1:30 pm at Heritage Park sound to you? Or if you have
some other ideas in mind, please let us know at info@ringinglink.ca.

How cold is it in Calgary in July?

http://www.theweathernetwork.com/index.php ?product=travellers&pagecontent=CAAB0049
The Weather Network says that the range is 17 — 23°C, but we have personally witnessed
temps outside this range, even in the mountains! Mornings and evenings can be cool-ish due
to our higher elevation, but most days in July are very warm, sunny and gorgeous! Those of
you who like to sleep at typical, earlier bedtimes might consider bringing their airline eye
shades because our summer days are super long and it can still be fairly light out (enough to
make sleeping challenging) even after 10 or 11 pm!

Does it snow in July?

Seriously? Well. Hopefully not, but stranger things have happened. Of course if you head to
the mountains and climb high enough, you might encounter some of the infamous white stuff.
If you were to ask any Calgarian, they would definitely agree that there couldn’t possibly be
any more snow left up in the atmosphere since the equivalent of the next decade’s (give or
take) worth has been bestowed upon our lovely city this past winter alone!!!

Have another question you don’t see here? Whatcha waitin’ for? Make sure to holler
and let us know so we can add to this current list!
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